THE  PEOPLE   OF  INDIA.

the object for which that fund had been instituted.
If it was, they had properly acquitted themselves
of the trust reposed in them, whether their plans
happened to coincide with those of the Asiatic
Society or not ; if it was not, some change was
obviously required.

This deeply important subject was long and
carefully examined, both by the committee and
the government The decision which was come
to has been already related, and it is needless to
recount all the arguments which were used on the
occasion. The whole question turns upon two
points : the first of which is, whether English or
Sanskrit and Arabic literature is best calculated
for the enlightenment of the people of India ; the
other, whether, supposing English literature to
be best adapted for that purpose, the natives are
ready to avail themselves of the advantages which
it holds out. When these points are determined
the question is settled, and it is capable of being
settled in no other way.

The comparative state of science in European
and Asiatic countries might be supposed to be too
well known to admit of any dispute on the first
point; but as our opponents sometimes argue as
if it were still a doubtful question whether English
or oriental literature is most calculated to advance
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